ASTRONOMY IN MITHILÁ-II 
(16th century A. D. to 20th century) 
DR. PARMESHWARA JHA 


[The paper entitled ‘Astronomy in Mithila’ (10th century A. D to 15th century) 


author has been published in the Journal of the Bihar Research Society, Vol. 


by the present sufficient 


LXII & LXIV, 1977-78, Patna, pages 247-57 in which it has been shown with ! ° 
grounds that Jyotisa has beena favourite of Maithila scholars from very early times an 
a large number of astronomical texts, big or small, original as well as commentative, have 
been written by them during the period ranging from the 10th century A. D. to the 15th 
century. Here, inthis paper, a chronological account of authors who have composed 
books on the twin disciplines of astronomy and mathematics during the period, 16th 
century A. D, to the 20th century, has been given. Thus the two papers taken together 
will give a complete picture of the subject as it developed in Mithila and will also provide 
with the substantial material for the history of astronomy and mathematics in India]. 


Scholar kings of the Khandavala dynasty (Darbhanga Raj) main- 
tained the rich tradition of Sanskrit learning in Mithila and made remar- 
kable contributions to astronomy and mathematics as also to other 
branches of knowledge. Mm. Mahesa Thakura, the founder of Darbhanga 
Raj, was himself one of the brightest gems who illumined the period. He 
was a Srotriya Brahmana of the Kharaure Bhaur origin belonging to 
Saüdilya gotra. He (born in decade 1500-1510 A. D.) was the youngest 

son of Candra Thakura alias Cana Thàkura and had three elder brothers, 
Mahadeva, Bhagiratha and Damodara—all great scholars of the time. His 
teacher was Sucikara Jha, a pupil of Paksadhara Misra (Jaideva). He 
had a number of disciples to his credit. Raghunandana, one of his 
learned disciples, gave away the Darbhanga Raj which he received from 
the emperor Akbar in recognition of his vast learning to his teacher 
(Mahesa Thakura) by way of Gurudaksinà in 1556 A.D. He was a ver- 
satile scholar. He was an authority on Nyàya and Mimarhsa and was 
also at home in Jyotisa. His writings include Aloka Pradipa, Dayasara, 
Tithi-tattva-cintamani, Smrti-Ratnàkara, Aticara-Nirnaya and several other 
works on Dharma$aástra. Aticara-Ninaya is an astronomical treatise 


1. cf. Dr. J. S. Jha, History of Darbhanga Raj, J. B. R. S., XLVIII, 1962, Sec, I, 
pp. 14-104 and Dr. U. Thakura, Sanskrit learning in Mithilà under the 
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which deals with the accelerated motion (Aticüra) of Jupiter and its 

adverse effects on human affairs and also on the performance of religious 

rites. Marriage Lagnas (known in Mithila as Suddha) are decided 

mainly on the movement of Jupiter. He, in this work, quoted the famous 

astronomical texts, Stirya-Siddhanta, Raja-Martanda and also Varaha- 
mihira. This work is still considered as a authority in finding out auspi- 
cious times for marriage and hence is extremely popular in Mithila. As 
many as five copies of its manuscript have been found in different parts 
of Mithila.” Initially it was published by K. L. Krsnadaása, Laheriasarai 
(Darbhanga) in 1905 and edited and commented upon by Mm. Parmeswara 
Jha. Later on, it was published by Mithila Research Institute, Darbhanga 
in 1978 under the title Dharmasastriya Nibandhavali along with his other 
four works namely Suddhi Prakàéa, Práyascita Prakasa, Dāyasāra and 
Tithitattva-cintamani. 

Mm. Hemangada Thakura (b. in decade 1550-60), son of Gopala 
Thakura and grandson of Mm, Mahesa Thakura was the third King 
(1571-73) of the Khandavala dynasty. He was an unrivalled astronomer 
of the age and has composed an astronomical text, Ràhüparagapaiji 
(or Grahanamala) in which he has calculated the occurrences of lunar 
and solar eclipses for about 1100 years (from Saka 1542 to Saka 2630). 
The work contains only the results of calculations specifying the exact 
dates, time and conic-directions of luni-solar eclipses. He does not 
mention the sources or formulae of calculations but the results are so 
accurate that its authenticity cannot be challenged. Itis believed that 
the method of calculation adopted in the work is based on the Maka- 
randa-Sárani which is itself based on the Sürya-Siddhànta. The book 
is still studied and honoured by the scholars of Mithilà. One copy of its 
manuscript is preserved in the Sanskrit University Library, Darbhanga' 


Khandavala dynasty, Sec. II, pp. 91-104 and also Dr. P. J ha (the present author) 
Historical background of Mathematics and Astronomy in Mithila, Ganita Bharati, 
4, 1982, Delhi, pp. 26-40. 

2. A descriptive catalogue of manuscripts in Mithila, III, 1937, Patna, p. 2 ff anda 
Desc. Cat. of Mss. in Mithila, I, 1923, Patna, p. 3 ff. 

3, Cf. Dr. B. K. Jha, Contributions of Khandavala dynashty to Astronomy and 
Mathematics, a thesis submitted to L. N. Mithila University, 1982, p. 105 ff. 

4, Descriptive Catalogue of Raj Mss., 1969, Darbhanga, S. N. 1850, p. 74. 
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BNE the QU two copies are found with the families of Harinarüyana 
Më acd Pudi Jha of the villages Bhattapuri (Darbhanga) and 
Awan (Madhutuni) tespectively’. It has now been published by the 
Qati University, Darbhanga which has been edited by Pt. Brajkishore 
Wa, MUON pektar of Jyotiga of the University. 


RAB Parminanda Thakura (teign-period 1573 83 AD.), the fifth 
Meg ofthe dynasty and the third son of Mm. Mahesa Thikura was a 
mawn astronomer and wrote an astronomical treatise, Siddhinta- 
SEN whieh deals with the calculation of movements of planets. This 
ai Botas on the Makarinda-Sirani, A commentary on it named 
SESNASNGUTHEVYARAYT was written by Visnudeva in Saka 1603 
QS AD 


Mea, Shubhaikara Thàkura (1583-1617 AD.), the youngest son of 
Mads phiNura and the sixth king of Darbhanga Raj wrote a work on 
SerNyous, namely, TithbNirnaya dealing with auspicious times for 
mias and social ceremonies. This has been very popular in. Mithila 
for gs manyas twenty-seven copies of its manuscript have been found 
iz persosal possessions Of different individuals of Mithila. One copy 
BSN preserved ia the Sanskrit University library, Darbhanga’. We 
Gad the mention of his other works, too, namely Srihastamuktivali but 
thst is now mr’, 


In addition to these works written by the king of Darbhanga 
Raja number of manuals relating to different aspects of astronomy, viz, 
Heke Take and Yàtti prakaranas were composed by Maithila scholars 
ia the 16th century. Dullaha Mia who lived in Koilakha (Madhubani) 
i Sta 1488 (1376 AD.) composed two books, both of them being com- 


A Des Cut of Mis in Mithila, Ill. p. 37. aud also P, Jha, Mithilà-Tattva- 
Vimana, IL. 1939. Darbhanga, P. 23. 
A Dex, Cat, o£ Mss. in Mikita, Ill, p. 499 and 301, 
A Des Car o£ Mss, in Mithila, 1. p. 161 ft. 
A Dex, Cat o£ Raj Mss. S. N. 762, p. 30. 
A Des. Cut. of Ma im Mithilà ll, 1933, Patna, p. 170 and Des, Cut, of Raj 
Mss, S. N. 1616 p. 63 
nv 
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mentaries, namely Tajika-Tippani and Sripatipaddhatyudáharanam on 
Tajika of Nilakantha and Sripatipaddhati of Sripati respectively”. 


Mahidhara was also an astronomer of the 16th century who Wrote 
Brhajjataka-Tippani in šaka 1520 (1598 A.D.), a commentary on Brhajja. 
taka of Varahamihira.!! 


Another celebrated astronomer of the age is Srinivasa Misra who 
composed a manual of Jyotisa-Sastra named Suddhi-Dipika dealing 
with the Yatra prakarana or Vyavahira. The popularity of the work 
may be judged from the fact that at least two commentaries have been 
written on it and those are Dipikartha-Prakasika by Raghavacarya Ratna 
which was copied by Gauripati Sarma of Moranana village (Darbhanga) 
in L. S. 488 (1607 A. D.) and Suddbi-Dipika-Vyakhya (or Vimalartha. 
Kaumudi) by Kavi Kankana. One copy of the manuscript is preserved 
in the Sanskrit University library, Drabhanga which was copied by some 
one in the village Tarauni (Darbhanga) in L. S. 515 (1634 A. D.).5 One 
more copy is found in the possession of Ravinatha Jha of Andhra Tharti 
(Darbhanga) which was copied by Hemangada of the Kajauli Mila in 
the village Sahana in Saka 1653 (1731 A. D.).4 All these informations 
make us believe that the author must have flourished in the later part 
ofthe 16th century during the reign of Mm. Subhankara Thakura of 
the Khandavala dynasty. i 

Pranadhara Misra of Saurátha (Madhubani) probably of the same 
period composed Jataka-Chandrika, a manual dealing with horoscopy 
which was copied by Govinda of Patunagara in L. S. 509 (1628 A. D). 
This is an original work of the author and has been extremely popular 
for seven copies of its manuscript have been found in different parts of 
Mithila.” 

10. A Des. Cat. of Mss. in Mithila, III, p. 153 and 447, 
11. Ibid., p. 264 ff. 
- 12. Ibid., p. 439. 
13. Des. Cat. of Raj Mss., pp. 70-77. 
14. A Des, Cat. of Mss. in Mithila, III, p. 440. 
15. Ibid., p. 85 ff. 


>” 


yol. LXXF-LAXIII ] Astronomy in Mithila-II 155 


Bharata Upadhyaya of the first half 

Mandara family of Mithilà and was the son of Yasodhara and Malati 

x his mother. Ha waste à work, Rasálü which is an astro-mathematical 
text dealing with Pútiganita and the principles of Lagnasputadhikara,® 


of the 17th century belonged 


In the same century Visnudeva, the son of Raghunandana of 
the Karmaha origin belonging to Sumbha village (Darbhanga), wrote 
an original book on astronomy named Ratna-Kalápa in Saka 1568 (1646 
A.D)" and also a commentary ‘Siddhanta-Saudha-Vyakhya’ on Siddhanta 
Sudhà of Mm. Parmananda Thakura in Saka 1603 (1681 A. D.) 


Mm, Gokulanatha Upadhyaya was the most celebrated scholar 
of the age. Like MaheSa Thakura, the founder of Darbhanga Raj, his 
was also a family of unrivalled scholars. His son, Mm. Raghunatha, 
the latter's son, Mm. Bhavanidatta and their sons and grandsons were 
the undisputed scholars of the time. He was born in Saka 1615 (1693 
A.D.) in the village Mangarauni (Madhubani) and was the son of 
Mm. Pitambara Vidyanidhi belonging to Phanadaha family of Vatsa gotra 
of Maithila Brahmanas. He was a disciple of great Umapati Upadhyaya 
of Koilakha (Madhubani). He flourished during the reign of Raghava 
Sinha (1701-1739 A.D.) the twelfth King of the Khandavala dynasty. 
He had equal command over Darsana, Vyakarana, Sahitya and Jyotisa. 
He was a prolific writer and is credited with the authorship of about 23 
works on different branches of knowledge. His writings on astronomy 
include (i) Dik Kala-Nirupanam, (ii) Masa-Mimamsa, (iii) Kunda-Kadam- 
bari or Kunda-Sadhana-Vidhi, (iv) Makaranda-Vasana, the last being a 
commentary on the Tithi-patra of Makaranda which deals with the 
formation of yearly calendar.” These works are still popular especially 


among the scholars of astronomy. 


Kamalanayana Mira hailed from the village Koilakha (Madhu- 


bani) and belonged to Sodarpur family of the Kataka branch of Sandilya 
ee ee MON 


16. Tbid., p. 348, 

V. Ibid., p. 330. 

l8. Des, Cat. of Raj Mss., S. N. 1910, p. 76. 
D. ct, P. Jha, M. T. V. II, pp. 47-48. 

20. A Des, Cat, of Mss. in Mithila, III, p. 291, 
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156 grandfather of late Babuaji Misra, formerly 
Icutta University and the father of Dr. B, N, 
of Darbhanga. He was a contemporary 

S te AM nha and Maharaja Narendra Sinha of Darbhanga 
cig arnt am work, namely Janma-Paddhatih or Jataka- 
Paddhatih in Saka 1662 (1740 A. D.) dealing with SS and skua 
commentary, Bhisvatyudaharanam on Bhasvatt of Satanan = Saka 1669 
(1747 A. D.) From the years mentioned in the two works it appears 


that he was a scholar of the early 18th century. 

n wrote a work, namely, Bhasvatyuda- 
haranam, a commentary on Bhasvati of Satananda in Saka 1664 (1742 
A- D.) on the request of his pupils.” Its manuscript has been copied 
by Bacanü Sarma in Saka 1776 which is, available with Mahidhara Misra 
of Lālabāgha (Darbhanga). Madhava Sarma, a reputed scholar, belonged 
to the Budhavala family and was the son of the Raghunatha, younger 
brother of Matinatha and elder brother of Mm. Govinda. Two astro- 
nomical texts are ascribed to his authorship and those are Adbhutadar- 
panam dealing with omens and portents and Samavivekavivettib, a comme- 
ntary on Samaviveka of Nilakantha dealing with Phalabhaga composed in 
Saka 1687 (1765 A. D.)”. 


gotra. He was the grcat 
Professor of Jyotiga in Cal 
Migra, the renowned physician 


Yogindra of the Pali origi 


Vasanta Misra, son of Sülapani and grandson of Pranadhara Misra, 
an author of Jataka-Candrika, composed an astronomical treatise, 
namely Jataka-darpanam which deals with horoscopy?4. The earliest copy 
of the manuscript mentions the Saka 1738 (1816 A. D.) and hence he 
might have flourished in the later part of the 18th century. 


Isvaradatta Sarma of the Sakarati origin belonged to Madhopura 
village (Darbhanga). He wrote an astronomical text, Aksaractdamani 


in Saka 1735 (1813 A. D.) dealing with some astronomical theories and 
practices in answer to queries?*, 


21. Ibid., p. 80 and 281. 
22. Ibid., p. 280. 
23. Des, Cat. of Raj Mss., pp. 70-71. 
24. A Des. Cat. of Mss, in Mithila 
. , HI, p. 
25. Ibid., p. 2. URBC NS 


I 
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Vidyakara Misra, son of Anandakara Misra wrote a co 
amed Rtuvarnana Vyükhyà on the Rtuvarn 
gaka 1747 (1825 A. D.)*° and thus flourished 


19th century. 


mmentary 
ana of Bhaskaracarya in 
in the beginning of the 


Laksminarayana was an author of an astronomical text, namely 
Laghu samgraha which deals with different aspects of Sarhhita?, The 
manuscript is Incomplete as eight folia are missing in the beginning 
Date mentioned in it is Saka 1752 (1830 A. D). No other details are 


available but this much is evident that the author flourished in the begi- 
nning of the 19th century. 


Jivanatha Jha, a celebrated scholar of mathematics and astronomy 
flourished during the reign Maharaja Chatra Simha (1807-39 A. D.), 
the 17th king of the Darbhanga Raj, He was the son of Sambhunatha 
Jha, himself an astronomer and lived at Patna in Saka 1745 (1823 A. D.). 
His descendants are still living ina village named Venkatapura situated 
ata distance of 17 miles from Patna on Patna-Bakhtiarpura road. His 
original works include (i) Bhava-prakasa, dealing with horoscopy, (ii) 
Vastu-Ratnavali dealing with Vastu-Vicara, (iii) Bhava-Kautuhalam dealing 
with Phalabhaga, (iv) Vanamala, dealing with raining (v) Suddhyasuddhi- 
vicárah dealing with calculation of auspicious moments for ceremonial 
rites. Among his commentaries mention may be made of Ududayapra- 
dipa-vyakhya, a commentary on Ududayapradipa of an anonymous author 
and Makarandodaharanam a commentary on Tithipatra of Makaranda. 
It is also believed that he copied Bijaganita of Bhaskaracarya and Ganita- 
tattva-cintamani of Laksmidasa Misra in Saka 1764.8 


Nilambara Jha (1823-83), younger brother of Jivanatha Jha, 
Mentioned above, by virtue of his erudite scholarship, became the court 
Pandita of Maharaja Sivadása Sinha of the Alwara estate. ,He was 
4 contemporary and also a close friend of Mm. Bápüdeva Sastri, the 
then professor and head of the Jyotisa department of Sanskrit Univer- 


sity, Varanasi. He was one of the foremost astronomers of Mithila of the 
s nsn i 


Ibid., p. 374. 
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early 19th century and made significant contribution to mathematics and 
astronomy. He is credited with the authorship of at least 15 works, Ksetra. 
paribhasa, dealing with different aspects of geometry, Pañcañga-vasana 
dealing with the calculation of yearly calendar, Janmapatrodaharanam 
dealing with specimens of horoscope with explanations and examples are 
some of his original writings. Among his commentaries on the works of 
Bhaskaracarya might be mentioned (i) Lilavatyupapattih, a commentary 
on Lilavati, (ii) Drkakarma-vyakhya, (iii) Jyotpati-vyakhya, (iv) Prag. 
nottara-vyakhya, (v) Valana-vyakhya and (vi) Mahaprasna-vyakhya, 
Besides these, there are some other commentaries written by him, namely 
(i) Tattvaviveka-vyakhya, (ii) Pra$nadhyaya-vyakhya and (iii) Makaranda. 
vyàkhyà.?9 


Dharme$vara, son of Ramacandra composed a work, namely, 
Kesavapaddhati vasanabhasyam or Jatakapaddhati vasanavasyodaharanam 
in Saka 1767 (1845 A. D.) which is a commentary on the Jatakapaddhati 
of KeSavacarya. He again commented upon the same work in Saka 1775 


(1853 A. D.) explaining the rules with examples. 


Tuphani Jha, a resident of Mohana village in the district of 
Darbhanga was a court Pandita of Raja Surendranarayana Simha of the 
Baruari Estate in the district of Saharsa. He was an eminent scholar 
and an astronomer too. His writings include (i) Abdacintamani written 
in Saka 1767 (1845 A. D.) (ii) Kytya tattvasamgraha, written in Saka 
1775 (1853 A. D.) (iii) Krtyasudharnava, (iv) Krtya Viveka-Ratnàkara and 
(v) Krtyasiromani," the last one dealing with the calculations of auspicious 
times for the religious and social ceremonies. 


Bhairavadatta, son of Harirama, wrote a commentary on Ududaya- 
pradipah of Vefikatesa named Ududayapradipodyottah. No personal 
details about him are known but this much is certain that he flourished 


ini ` 
29. S. Dvivedi, Ganaka-Tarahgini, 1933, Benaras, p. 129 ff. and also S. B. Dixit, 
Bharatiya Jyotisa, Lucknow, 1963, p. 411. 
30. A Des. Cat. of Mss. in Mithila, III, p. 31 and 105. . 
3l. Des. Cat. of Raj Mss., pp. 70-77 and also Ram Lochan Sarana Jayanti Samaroha 


Grantha, 1942, Patna, p. 19. 


32. A Des. Cat, of Mss, in Mithila, III, p. 17. 


"lll 


p 


yd. LXXELX XHI ] Astronomy in. Millila-I] 159 


pefore 1855 A. D. asthe manuscript ofthe work has bcen copied by 
both Braja Lila Sarmi and Küve Sarma in Saka 1777 (1855 A. D.) and 


also by Apüch Jha in Saka 1787 (1865 A. D.). 


Nrsirhadatta Misra, son of Haradatta Mióra, composed an astro- 
nomical text, namely Makaranda-Saranyupapattih, a commentary on the 
Tithipatra of Makaranda in Saka 1780 (1858 A. D." 


Apüch Jha, the elder brother of Mm, Khuddi Jha of village 
Koilakha (Madhubani) was a reputed astronomer of his time. He compiled 
anoriginal work named Makaranda-Karanam dealing with the methods for 
the formation of calendar and also transcribed Ududayapradipodyottah 
of Bhairavadatta in Saka 1787 (1865 A. D.).9 


Bhanunatha Jha (or Bhanà Jha) was the son of Nandana Jha of 
Khauala family of the village Pilakhabada (Madhubani) and younger 
brother of Babujana Jha, a great Naiyayika. He adorned the courts 
of Maharaja Mahe$vara Sirhha (1850-60 A. D.) and Maharaja Laksmisvara 
Simha (1878-98 A. D.). He wrote a book, Vyavahara-Ratnam dealing 
with the calculation of auspicious times for constructing a house, 
marriage, cultivation, yatra, etc. ^ It was commented upon by Sitarama 
Jha and published in V. S. 2000 from Varanasi. 


In addition to these scholars, there flourished a number of well- 
known astronomers in different ages who were patronised by the kings 
and Maharajas of Darbhanga Raj. There are informations, no doubt, 
regarding their astronomical feats and predictions, but it is not known 
whether they have written books also. Names and other details regarding 
some of these scholars are given below :— 


(i) Mandhana Jha of Mangaraüni (Madhubani) during the reign 
of Mm. Purdgottama Thakura (1618-25) (ii) Harihara Nilakantha, son 
of Raghava Jha and (iii) Mm. Narapati Jha, grandson of Parastrama 
Jha during Raghava Sirpha’s time (1701-39), (iv) Sarvajüana Jha of Jaraila 
(Madhubani) during the regime of Maharaja Narendra Sithha (1744-60), 
w— 


33, Ibid., p. 292, 


34 Ibid, p. 288 and p. 18, 
33. Ibid, p. 421, 


“< 
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. ha Misra of Lala bagha (Darbhanga) during M ñas: 
y Seager time (1776-1807), (vi) Mukte$vara Jha and gms 
Jha of Navani (Darbhanga) and (viii) Dvarikanatha Jha of C 
(Darbhanga) belonging to Sarisava family of Chàdana branch of Sandil 
gotra in the court of Maharaja Mahesvara Simha (1839-72), (ix) Sanath, 
Jha and (x) Babaji Jha of Tarauni (Darbhanga) during the reign i 
Laksmisvara Simiha (1878)-98) and (xi) Bàsudeva Jha son of J 
Dvarikanatha Jha of Canaura (Darbhanga) in the regime of Ma 
Ramesvara Simha (1898-1929) and others*, 


Nand 


yotisi 
hārāją 


A large number of commentaries as well as original texts on the 
twin disciplines of mathematics and astronomy have come to be compo. 
sed in the land during the period ranging from the later part of the 19th 
century to the first half of the 20th century. It is believed that the 
number of these works exceeded those of all such works written previously 
and even excelled the number of all other works written by Maithila 
scholars on different branches in Sanskrit literature. Hence this period of 
about 100 years is very important and may be called as the golden period 
in the history of astronomy and mathematics in Mithilā. In this context 
a reference may be made here to the two great scholars of Sanskrit 
University, Varanasi, namely Mm. Bāpūdeva Sāstri (1821-90) and Mm. 
Sudhākara Dvivedī (b. 1860 A. D.), the latter succeeding the former as 
the head of the Jyotisa department who endeavoured to create a favou- 
rable environment for the proper growth and development of Jyotisa in 
Mithila. Hundreds of students of Mithila were attracted towards the 
studies of the subject and were given adequate training by them. Most 
of them having studied at their feet became renowned scholars in the 
field and they again, in turn, inspired Maithila Students of the next gene- 
ration to study Jyotisa. Thus the astronomical knowledge was handed 
down from teacher to disciple in succession and a chain of devoted 
scholars existed during the period who enriched the Jyotisa literature in 
Mithila. Names and other details regarding some En eat 


follows :— 


36. cf. P. Jha, M. T. V., II, p. 27, 51 and Mithilanka, Mith 
; and also Bakshi, Mithilabhasamaya Itihas, Darbhang 


(f.n. 2). 


ila Mihira 1936, p. 127 
a, p.215, 328, 29596 


P 


(Darbhanga), Babuaji Misra (Madhubani), Ayo 
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| Mm. Bāpūdeva Süstri hada number of disciples to his credit; 
namely, Govindalāla Jha of Madhukara caka (Madhepura), Keśava Chau- 
dhary of Mahisi (Saharsa), Fekana Pathaka of Karnapura (Saharsa) 
aladhara Jha of Muradapura (Saharsa), Srinatha Thakura of Mahisi 
(Saharsa) and several others. Most of them having received the highest 
degree in Jyotisa, stayed in their villages, taught the students of the area 
at their caupadis and composed astronomical texts as well. Fekana 
pathaka established a Pathasala in his village where hundreds of students 
used to get primary education in Jyotisa from him. He, for the benefit 
of his disciples, transcribed some of the standard astronomical texts, viz., 
Laghujatakam of Varahamihira, Sesavasana of Kamalakara, Bhübhrama- 
nam of Bapüdeva Sastri, Drkakarmavyakhyà of Nilambara Jha, Vastu- 
Ratnavali of Jivanatha Jha, etc. In this connection, it will be worth- 
mentioning that in course of the search for Sanskrit mss. undertaken 
by the Govt. of Bihar in 1918, at least 51 copies of manuscripts of different 
astronomical and mathematical texts were found in the possession of his 
family members". 


Kesava Chaudhary was the son of Amrtanatha Chaudhary belong: 
ing to Budhavare Mahisi origin of Vatsa gotra of Maithila Brahmanas. 
Due to his erudite scholarship he was appointed as the court Pandita of 
Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmira (father of Maharaja Hari Simha and 
grand-father of Dr. Karna Simha) He wrote a number of books on 
different aspects of Jyotisa manuscripts of which are supposed to have been 
preserved in the library of the Maharaja.”° 

Among the disciples of Mm. Sudhakara Dvivedi mention may be 


made of Krsnadatta Jha (Madhubani), Sasipala Jha, Batahana Jha, Dinas 
natha Misra all belonging to Darbhanga, Mm. Muralidhara Jha (Madhu- 
bani), Hari Jha (Saharsa), Rajju Jha (Saharsa), Siddhinatha Jha (Dar- 


bhanga), Genalala Chaudhary (Madhubani). Harinandana Misra 
dhyanatha Misra (Madha- 
| Saharsa Jilák Parisara Men Ganita’ Avam 


37. Dr. P. Jha (the present author) 
Vidyapati Parva Samaroha, 1981, Saharsa, 


Jyotisagastra (Maithili), Smarika, 
p. 4-5, 
3. Dr. P. Jha (the present author), Kośi Pramand 
Avam Jyotisasastra, (Maithili) Kosi Kusuma, Sahars 
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alaka parisara Men `Ganita 
a, Jan-Feb, 1984, p. 13. 


162 Astronomy in. Mithila-11 [J. B. R. S. 


pura), $rideva Chaudhary (Darbhanga), Haribansa Jha seg Meee 
Srinandana Misra (Darbhanga), Dayiinanda Jha (Madhepura), 
Jha (Purnia), Ramlila Jha (Purnia) and several others. 

Kysnadatta Jha, a resident of Bhakharaina (Madhubani) was 
appointed as a lecturer in the department of Jyotisa in Tikamani Sanskrit 
College, Varanasi. He composed two works on astronomy, namely, 
Jataka-Krora and Pafcasvara, Candra Sekhara Jha, an author of Gola- 
Prakasa, Capiya Trikonamiti, Goliya Rekhaganita and also a commentary 
Vyakta-Visana on Lilavati of Bhaskaracarya, Rajabansi Jha, an author of 
Goliya Capiya Rekhaganita, Anupalāla Jha and Madhu Kant Jha, both of 
them being teachers of Jyotisa in Pupari Sanskrit Vidyalaya and Varanasi 


Syama Vidyalaya respectively were some of his well-known students.?? 


Dinavatha Misra, a learned astronomer of his time, worked as a 
lecturer in the department of Jyotisa, Govt. Sanskrit College, Varanasi 
alongwith his teacher Mm, Sudhakara Dvivedi.*° 


Mm. Muralidhara Jha (b. 1868) who hailed from Bharama in the 
district of Madhubani was the first Maithila Jyotisavid who adorned the 
prestigious post of the Head of the Jyotisa department of the Govt, 
Sanskrit College, Varanasi after the retirement of his teacher Dvivediji 
from the post. He got distinction in the field by editing the most reliable 
commentary—Marici and Vasanavartika on Siddhànta-Siromani of Bhas- 
karacarya and also two mathematical works-trikonamiti and Bijaganita 
written by Bapudeva Sastri.^! 


Hari Jha (1865-1922), a resident of Baghavà in the district of 
Saharsa taught the students of the area at his own house. Ucita Chaud- 
hary, Jaideva Misra, Baidyanatha Thakura, Avadhanarayana Jha, Rima- 
krsna Jha and others were his disciples. He compiled two astronomical 
treatises, namely Abhyudaya and Cintamani relating to Ganita and 
Phalita Jyotisa respectively. 


99. Baldeo Misra, Mithila Men Jyotisa (Hindi), JBRS, XLVIII, 1962, Patna Sec. II, 
P. 62 and 64, 

40. Ibid., p. G2. 

4l. Ibid., p. 62. 

42. (Reference no. 37), p. 6. 
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Batahana Jha (Darhbanga) wrote a commentary on Vástavacandra 
onnatti of Mm. Sudhàkara Dvivedi while Harinandana Misra edited 
xts, namely Yogayatra of Varahamihira, Ratnavali of Sripati and 
Nirnaya of Mahesa Thakura.*” 


šrng 
three te 
Aticüra- 

Babuaji Misra (father of Dr. B. N. Misra, the renowned physician 
of Darbhanga) hailed from Koilakha in the district of Madhubani and 
belonged to Sodarpur family of the Kataka branch of Sündilya gotra, 
He was an astronomer of repute and was appointed as the professor of 
Jyotisa in Calcutta university. He wrote a commentary on the Siddhanta- 
Sekhara of Sripati and edited with explanatory notes, the commentary of 
Makki Bhatta on the Khandakhadyaka of Brahmagupta.'t 


Genalila Chaudhary, a resident of Habin Bhauvara in the district 
of Madhubani was one of the renowned astronomers of Mithila. Initially 
he started a school in his own village where hundreds of students studied 
Jyotisa at his feet. Later on, in the year 1923, he was appointed asa 
lecturer in the department of Jyotisa in Tikamani Sanskrit College, 
Varanasi where he worked for the rest of his life. He had a number of 
reputed disciples to his credit, viz, Damodara Misra, Durgadatta Jha, 
Dayananda Jha, Gañgadhara Misra, Muralidhara Thakura, Baldeo Misra, 
Mahidhara Jha and others.*? 

Dayanand Jha (1880-1960) who belonged to Israina Bela in the 
district of Madhepura, was appointed as the principal of Sanskrit College, 
Muzaffarpur. After retirement from the post worked as the traditional 
pandita in Jyotisa in Mithila Research Institute, Darbhanga for the rest 
of his life. He wrote a number of astronomical texts, viz, Bhabrama- 
Viveka, Vimandala-Vicàra, Sudhakara-Kala-Karika and others and edited 
the commentary written by Damodara Misra on Lilavati of Bhüskarácarya. 
Mukunda Misra (Darbhanga) and Kishori Jha of Baraila (Saharsa) were 
some of his noted disciples.” 


Gatigadhara Misra (1891-1943) was the son of Hansaraja Misra, 
an inhabitant of Cainapur (Saharsa). He was one of the brilliant students 
43, (Reference no. 39), p. 63. 
44. Ibid.. p. 63 and also Dr. B. K. Jha, (Reference no. 3), p. 164. 
^5. (Reference no. 39), p. 62-63. : 
(Reference no. 37), p. 9. 
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of Genalala Chaudhary and was awarded with a number of degrees in 
Jyotisa, namely Jyotisücárya, Jyotisa-Tirtha and Jyotiga-Ratna by different 
Universities. He worked as the Principal of Sanskrit College, Pratapagarh 
(U. P.) for five years and then as the head of the Jyotisa department in 
Balananda Sanskrit College, Deoghar for the rest of his life. Mention 
may also be made of some of his renowned disciples, viz, Padmaári 
Visnukant Jha (Patna), President awardee Sundaralala Jha (Katihar), 
Lakhanlala Jha (Deoghar), Krsnadeva Pathak, Ramyasa Tripathy, Ganga- 
dhara Sarma and others. He compiled two astronomical treatises, namely, 
Bija-Vasana and Jyotisa-Prabandha-Manimala and wrote commentaries 
on Vastavacandra-Srngonnatti-Sadhana and Pratibha-Bodhakam —the two 
works of Mm. Sudhakara Dvivedi, Siddhüntatattva-Viveka of Kamalakara 
and Tajika-Nilakanthi of Nilakantha*". 

Baldeo Misra (b. 1890), son of Culhaya Misra of Bangāon 
(Saharsa) belonged to the Sodarpuriye Sarisaba origin of Maithila Brah- 
manas. He was, first of all, appointed as a librarian of Sarasvati Bhawana 
Library of Govt. Sanskrit College, Varanasi. Later on, he worked as the 
Principal of Sanskrit College, Khurakhura (Gaya) and then as a teacher 
of mathematics in Kasi Vidyapitha. Due to his keen interest in resear- 
ches he was appointed asa research scholar in 1952 in the Jayaswal 
Research Institute, Patna where he worked till 1969. His writings include 
Bijaganita, Trikonamiti, a commentary on the Aryabhatiyam of Aryabhata, 
Bharatiya Jyotisasastra ki Utpatti, Jyotisasastra ki Navaratna, etc. He 
edited and commented upon the two works of Mm. Sudhakara Dvivedi, 
namely Calana-Kalana and Dirgha-Vrta*®. 


Muralidhara Thakura, a resident of Sugama (Saharsa) was also 
one of the noted disciples of Genalala Chaudhary. He worked in 


several institutions on different prestigious posts, viz, a research scholar. 


in Lucknow University, a lecturer in the Jyotisa department of Balananda 
Sanskrit College, Deoghar, principal in th: Sanskrit College, Forbesganj 
(Purnia) and in the end the traditional pandita in Jyotisa in Mithila 
Research Institute, Darbhanga. He hada number of disciples to his 


47, lbd,p.10. g 
48. lbid, p.11 and Lalitesa Misra, Jyotisi Baldeo Mišra, Matipani Jan, 1985, 
Patna, p. 10-12. dbi 
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dit, namely, Kamesvara Jha of Bathanaha (Saharsa), 
creen 


Principal, Sanskrit 

e, Sukhasena (Purnia), Kysnaballava Jha of Khajuraha (Saharsa), 
Colleg ie Jha of Buàvi (Saharsa) and others. His Original works include 
eric Paravalaya Ksetra, Horahicakra, calana-kalana, 
SS. asetu, Bija-ganita, etc. He wrote commentaries on several 
i works, viz, Lilàvati and Siddhanta-Siromani of Bhaskaracarya, 
a ahanta-SArva Bhauma of Munisvara, Siddhanta-tattva viveka of 
Kamalškara and Aryabhatiyam of Aryabhata.4? 


Sitarama Jha, a resident of Caugama (Darbhanga) anda noted 

dent of Srinandana Misra worked in different institutions and in the 

" appointed as a traditional Pandita in Jyotisa in Govt. Sanskrit 

Imm Varanasi. A number of commentaries on different standard 

us E Surya-Siddhanta, Graha-Làghava of Ganesa, Lilavati of 

redet and Vyavahara-Ratna of Bhanunatha Jha are written 
by him.” 


Kapilegvara Chaudhary (Darbhanga) who was a student of Siddhi- 
atha Jha worked as the Inspector of Sanskrit Tolas and wrote com- 
rantarËs on Sürya-Siddhànta and Jataka-parijata.” 


is dent of Dayánanda 
Misra (Darbhanga) was a noted stu yanar 
l Reds two pans Mi one on Brahmasphuta-Siddhanta 
Ros aitnaeupta and the other on the Siddhanta of Acarya Batesvara 
bath mf which have been published by the Research Institute of Ancient 
Indian Scientific Studies, New Delhi.” 


ides these, several manuals on different aspects of astronomy 
and pears were compiled by such Maithila pond | 
and personal details are almost entirely unknown ify ing to note that even 
be possible, here, to include them all. "dad qa a b been devoting 
during modern times there are scholars of Api ae in the land; some 
their time and energy to enrich the Jyotisa um JLa-iUecibengn, 
of them are Lakhanlala Jha (Deoghar), Braj Kis 


nani wana 
49. Ibid., p. 11-12. 
50. (Reference no. 39). p. 64. 
5l. Ibid., p. 64. 
32. Ibid., p. 64. 
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I istri (Patna), Jivānanda Thakura (Darbhan 

a Parmünandana Süstri (Patna), ala i &2) 

sal ym (Jagatpur, Saharsa), Sundaralāla Jha (Katihar), Candra Rain 


Jha (Simarabani, Purnia), Rāmcandra Jha (Darbhanga), Saccidanan à 


Jha (Madhubani) and others. 

From the informations gathered so far it may be conveniently Said 
that there flourished a number of reputed scholars in Mithila who endea. 
voured to continue the tradition of Jyotisa learning and even Promoted 
the astronomical studies by their expositions and interpretations, A 
considerable number of compending and manuals relating to Ganita, 
Samhita and Jātaka Skandhas of Jyotisa were produced and notable 
contributions were made to the twin disciplines during the period under 
consideration. It is believed that hundreds of texts are still available in the 
form of manuscripts in manuscript repositories and personal possessions 
of the individuals. It is quite possible that further examinations of these 
repositories may result in more discoveries and identifications, Hence 
there is the need for further researches in this regard so that the salient 
achievements of Maithila scholars in astronomy and mathematics may 


be brought to light. 
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